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Flicking through our mail, it seems that one of the 
most regular statements made is, “It’s great to see a 
British comic, but why aren't there more?” After 
editing Near Myths for a year, the answer is now apparent. 

There are two major factors involved: The first of 
these is an incredible apathy within the trade as far as 
any comic not aimed at the children’s market is concerned, 
unless, of course, it is backed up with a five figure 
advertising budget. The process of getting a comic on 
the streets involves three stages—(1) distribution, 

(2) wholesale, (3) retail. Finding a national distributor, 
is still reasonably easy, however the next two stages can 
be so difficult as to appear, at times, impossible. Both 
wholesalers and retailers come out with such gems as, 
“Adults don’t read comics’’—need | say more? This very 
attitude is responsible for the rapid growth of specialist 
shops in Britain; unfortunately however, these are not 
yet numerous enough to sell out a comic. 

The other factor is a little known law, which 
effectively says that if you publish or sell a comic which 
is considered offensive to children, you can be prosecuted. 
This is the case, even if the cover makes it perfectly clear 
that the comic is for sale to adults only. The only way 
out is to prove that the comic is art; however, attempting 
this is generally impractical as the costs involved in 
fighting an action of this kind are outside the budget of 
most non-established publishers. 

Therefore for all of you who read comics and are 
interested in the extent to which they are moulded by 
external forces, | have prepared the following statements. 


(1) No comic artist/writer can escape censorship, be it 
self imposed, editorial or legislative. 


(2) The editor/publisher must act as censor since it is 
he/she who will be prosecuted. 


The limits within which the artist/scriptwriter can 
work are extremely narrow if the content is to be 
of sufficient mentality to be adult and yet totally 
non-offensive to children. 


No comic will be produced for any reasonable 
financial return unless the majority of sales are 
overseas. 


Until it becomes generally accepted that adults do 
read comics, they will not be generally available 
from news stands. 


No artist/scriptwriter will ever earn a decent living 
from drawing comics the way they want to unless 
they sell their material abroad. 


In summing up, | would like to say that most of these 
problems are unique to Britain; on a personal note, | 
would say also that these problems go beyond comics 
into other fields. Despite all this, | will continue to 
publish Near Myths as often as can be afforded on the 
premise that things can only improve—! am sure that the 
comic can survive despite the problems. Anyway enough’s 
enough, and | hope that you get as much enjoyment from 
‘Near Myths 4 as we have had putting it together. 


Rob King 


UPRERANEA ie 


'Y A FORAGING HERP 
OF RAFKAS ...WHO 
UNAFFECTED BY THE 
SWELTERING HEAT, 


IW SCALY, HUMPED ' 
BACK, OF THE LARGEST. 

AND THE MOST : 
i FEROCIOUS WINGED 


Wi 
You SHUT-uP 
AW AND ZeT ME 
p YG, SLEEP... PLEASE 


_ RR 
THE SLEEPY-EYED 
WARRIOR IS _AS YET 
UNAWARE OF THE GREAT 
DANGER _WHICH THREATENS 
SBHIS LIFE FOR HE HAS 

BEEN SIGHTED BYA 
LARGE PACK OF. 


bm Hil 


a WITH A SAVAGE BLoop 


LUST SEETHING IN 
THIER CCLD EVIL 
HEARTS...WITH RAZOR- 


m SHARP TALONS OUVT- 


STRETCHED, AND x 
FANGED JAWS 


AGAPE.... THEY SWOOPED Down Toward THEIR PRE 


yf 


‘ 


} 


THEY SHALL FIND 
THAT I, KE-REZ 
THE SON oF 
KORDAN THE 


WIRE NOOSE 

SCRATCHES 

AND TEARS 
AT HIS FLESH... 
"MD POUL E 


D 


AnD IF ITS 
MY_DEATH 


PG 
< 7 = 


By j i 
rf Ly Ss (< 
fy 


L WHAT FATE 
WAITS ME Now? 
IF THEY ATTACK, I 
ATLEAST HAVE THIS J 
KNIFE FOR MY 
DEFENCE.... 


pA 


Way ar 


THEY REACH 
THEIR LAIR? 


4 


A KER-EZ SLASHES 


WITH HIS KNIFE..?! 
SEEMINGLY PREFER- 
RING To PLUMMET 
EARTHWARD'S To 
R_ THAN 
TO PERSONALL 
TNE S. 


A THE GRISLY FATE 


WHICH CERTAINLY 


CAPTORS THE 


ARGILS! 


IN ANSWER TO 
TO_1T’5 MASTERS 
URGENT CRIES 
FOR HELP... SKAR 
RACES THRU 


SWIFTLY FALLING F 


FIGURE OF KER-E: 
HIS OWNER 


AND FRIEND! FE 


"PF KEREZ TURNS TO WAVE 

od A TAUNTING FAREWELL 
TO THE NOW DISTANT 
FIGURES OF HIS 
‘THWARTED ATTACKERS..- 


CONFIDENT, THAT SKAR WILL EASILY ELUDE THE PERSUI 
ARGILS, AND FLY HIM SAFELY HOMEWARDS. OUR Ti 
AND RELUCTANT HERO NOW RESUME 


RECENTLY INTERRUPTED SLEEP, 


TALES FROM THE EDGE 
The totalitarian Amarahn Empire has spread like a 


pestilence across a score of galaxies. Dissension-conspiracies 


are rife, and power-hungry entities exploit entire 
planetary systems for diverse ends. 


Sebastian Shade, intergalactic wanderer and opportunist 
is hired anonymously to locate Jalen Starvensk, ex empire 


scientist and latterly legendary revolutionary leader, 
inventor of a prototype Warp Apparatus, which, rumour 
has it, enables him to move at will in space and time. 

‘Starvensk had disappeared along with Lord Narak, 
unscrupulous and self-serving member of the Amarahn 
high-command, under mysterious circumstances. 

Shade, following a lead in an underworld bar on the 
city planet Algol IV, an air-car chase is rendered 
unconscious. 

He awakens aboard the ‘Hedonia’, private space yacht 
of R. D. Snakesgirth, racketeer, and leader of the 
Syndicate’ in that sector of the galaxy. Taken before 
Snakesgirth’s second in command, the enigmatic 
Countess De-Quincey, Shade is told that they know of 
his mission, and that they foo seek Starvensk, ostensibly 
because he, and a band of guerillas stole one of their 
smuggling craft. 1t was carrying an incredibly valuable 
‘cargo—1 billion credits worth of molochite, the most 
highly-fissionable and unstable substance known. 

‘Sebastian is given a choice—find Starvensk for them, 
or they will turn him over to the C.D.C.—the Empire's 
feared Secret Police, who, unknown to anyone have 
been monitoring Shade’s movements since he arrived on 
Algol tv. 

Colonel Kanser, sinister and dangerously unstable 
Head of the C.D.C., in company with the insidious and 
‘gross Archbishop Slith, are also seeking Starvensk—they 
wish to gain control of the knowledge he possesses, and 
use it to further their own diabolical ends, 

‘The Countess informs Sebastian that Starvensk has 
been sighted on Kattalus, the dread prison planet, and at 
‘that point the ‘Hedonia’ is raided by the Algol Federal 
Police, and Shade, abandoned by his captors is left to 
their tender mercies. 

Sentenced to 20 years on Kattalus, Seba: 
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little option but to bide his time, so he is transported to 
the prison planet and incarcerated. 

‘Meanwhile, Archbishop Slith, having kept Sebastian 
under constant surveillance since his arrest, is playing a 
double game at least. Unknown to his fellow conspirator 
he arrives on Kattalus and seeks out Governor Kraeven, 
embittered and vindictive half-brother to Kanser. Slith 
feeds on Kraeven's jealousy and frustrated ambition in 
aan attempt to gain his aid in his plan to snare Starvensk. 

Sebastian's escape is to be arranged and his movements 
are to be closely watched, but before the plan can be put 
into operation, Shade takes the initiative and breaks out 
first. ' 

Having crashed his stolen air-car in the jungle, 
‘Sebastian unexpectedly encounters Horothaxes—an old 
colleague from the days of his involvement with 
revolutionary politics. 

Horothaxes seems to be expecting him, and Sebastian 
bby now aware that he is somehow being manipulated, 
accompanies him to an ancient ruined temple—the base 
of a guerilla band to which Horothaxes belongs. A band 
led by none other than Jalen Starvensk! 

Starvensk, paranoid, and obsessed with his self 
imposed messianic role, hints darkly of his master-plan 
to destroy the power of the Empire. 

He tells Sebastian that he has arranged for his presence 
on Kattalus because he wishes to exploit his expertise in 
covert operations. 

‘Shade is to lead a raid on the Island Bio-Genetic- 
Research Complex on Kattalus, the purpose of which is 
to assassinate a scientist there whose work may endanger 
Starvensk’s plan. 

If he refuses he is to be killed. 

Reluctantly, Sebastian agrees, and the ri 
sets off on its mission 


LUTHER ARKWRIGHT 


‘Across the parallel worlds, war is continuously being 
waged for their control between various mysterious 
organisations known collectively as “Disruptor”. 
Working through indigenous agents they have manipul: 
ated the course of history to their own ends in many 
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different continuums. Recently the Disruptors have 
gained possession of a weapon capable of destruction on 

scale, The weapon, named “Firefrost” has now 
been activated and, working by geometrical progression 
it will not stop until everything is destroyed. Everything 
‘we presume including the Disruptors. 

The only technologically advanced parallel existing 
in complete harmony with itself is termed by its own 
‘numbering system, PARA 00-00-00. This continuum 
hhas for decades been a balancing force to counter 
Disruptor activities. Now, as a last ditch attempt to 
locate Firefrost before the holocaust, Arkwright, a 
psychic and 00-00-00's prime agent has been sent to a 
pre-selected parallel (00-72-87) to force the Disruptor’s 
hand. 

This merely involves organising a World Wer. 

The 1st phase of ‘Project Ragnarok’ has been 
completed—An alliance, bound by treaty, has been 
formed between Czarist Russia and the Great Prussian 
Empire. The object is the invasion of Britain ostentaciously 
to overthrow Cromwell's puritan facist dictatorship and 
reinstate the monarchy in the form of Charles III, leader 
of the loyalist underground. Unfortunately the Russian 
and Prussian leaders’ real intention is to take Britain for 
their own purposes. 

Meanwhile, as Firefrost's destructive influence 
becomes increasingly apparent, Arkwright must obtain 
King Charles’ signature on the treaty and deliver the 
substantial war loan to the revolutionary army. 

Now read on. 


GIDEON STARGRAVE 


‘Trapped in a world warped by a defective time 
machine, Gideon Stargrave—part time anarchist, raconteur 
and wit is sought by the mysterious Jan Dark, who 
reveals an insidious Vatican plot to destroy the world by 
invoking the Ragnarok—the Twilight of the Gods of 
Norse myth, 

Pursued by killer priests through the decaying time- 
scape of London, Stargrave and Jan find themselves in a 
helicopter bound for Rome~a helicopter which suddenly 
becomes a flying target!!! 
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ee 


BRYAN TALBOT 1979 


KING CHARLES LEFT THE ISLE OF MAN 
ON THE SOT! IT's A FIRM ROYALIST 
‘STRONGHOLD — HE AND THE PRINCESS 
ROYALE HAVE BEEN THERE ALL SUMMER, 
TOMORROW THEY'LL BE IN LONDON, 


ZA FURNISH ME WITH AN IMAGE y 


YOUR CONTACT 
WILL BE ONE OF 
THE KING'S 
OPERATIVES. 


HARRY FAIRFAX — 
DO YOU KNOW HiM? 


THIS COMMUNICATION 9 
1S TERMINATED = 


RUSSIAN TURKEY;CONSTANTINOPLE SUN1OCT 18,43 


PARA 02.17.69 WASHINGTON: PRESIDENT NIXON ASSASSINATED. 


“MY GOVERNMENT CAN TAKE CARE OF THINGS 
UNTIL | RETURN To RUSSIA IN TRIUMPH. 


VW LEAVE THE CZARINA HERE WITH 
YOU, GOVERNOR - SHE'LL ENJOY THE 
HOLIDAY. 


\ MEET THE ARMY AT 
ROTTERDAM —DOES THE 
EXPRESS TAKE LONG?* 


J HAVE A SPY ON THE PRUSSIAN 
COMMAND SHIP. HE'S SUPPLIED 
ME WITH EVIDENCE OF A, 

PALM OF MY CONSPIRACY, ARCHDUKE 


v 
HAND. WILHELM IS SLOWLY POISONING 


THE KAISER — HENCE HIS So- 
LISTEN... CALLED 'INFIRMITY’ SOON. 
ARCHDUKE WILHELM WILL BE 
KAISER WILHELM Y! 


KAISER FREDERICK IS MUCH LOVED BY 

HIS PEOPLE. IF THE PRUSSIAN NEWS AND THEN... 

-PAPERS GOT HOLD OF THIS EVIDENCE, 

WILHELM AND His CRONIES WOULD BE. THE BRITISH ISLES WILL 

TORN APART BY THEIR OWN BE ABSORBED BY 
MEN... HAHA HA ! A “THE RUSSIAN EMPIRE 


= 
a 
1 WAS IN COMMUNICATION 
WITH CENTRAL COMMAND 
ONLY THIS MORNING, 


“A FEW DAYS ONLY. BUT YOUR 
HIGHNESS, | FEEL | MUST CAUTION 
You AGAINST THIS VENTURE.| DO 
NOT TRUST THE ARCHDUKE...* 


ish 


("PARA 00.98.02 NEW ZEALAND. U.F.O. SIGHTING EPIDEMIC. 
PARA 00.89.51 SWITZERLAND. SQUADRON OF LOCKHEED STARFIGHTERS 
SIMULTANEOUSLY LOSE CONTROL AND CRASH ON GENEVA. 382 DEAD. 


ager SQUARE 08.55 MIDDLE DISTANCE CROMWELES COLUMN: 
~.-AND YOU, LUTHER? 


‘KEEP THIS BAG SAFE FOR 
eS ‘ J S)[ ME. GRING (T WITH You 
mM NOW SOLELY ACTING "| THE Next TIME WE MEET 
{AS THE KINGS AGENT I . F . YOULL RECEIVE A PRY 
UNTIL THE DISRUPTORS t \ 
MAKE THEIR MOVE. i 


but it still go 

sin the forn of countless guerilla 
Attacks and sabotage operations 
againet the fascist Puritan 
dictatorship 


CLEOPATRA’S NEEDLE = ONE OF THE ANCIENT 
YOU MEET FAIRFAX TONIGHT — IN OBEUISKS OF HELIOPOLIS...A GIFT FROM THE 
THE MAZE, JOHN HILTON’S TAVERN , FRENCH REPUBLIC To THE ENGLISH SOERMENT 
‘SHOREDITCH . ELEVEN O'CLOCK, IN I914 —"THE DATE OF THEIR ALLIANCE. 


9 


au aa 
‘ 


‘i 
th 
ig 


1S 
He : f 
‘You CAN LEAVE AFTER 


NIGHTFALL ... THE REST 
OF THE DAY IS OURS. 


i i 
WE COULD RIDE OVER To 
@ THE ROYALIST ENCAMPMENT 


FREDA! PULL OVER 
ATTHE NEEDLE! 


PARA 00.40.55 BRITAIN. INSANITY RATE SOARING. MENTAL HOSPITALS FULL TO CAPACI 


BUT SURELY ITS NOT THAT SERIOUS 
-THE MOST WE'LL HAVE To DOIS SEND 
SOME TROOPS OVER To AID THE FRENCH 

WHEN AND JF THEIR TERRITORY IN. 

AFRICA IS. THREATENED 


ALSO...A TEIN WITH FIREFROST... ON THE PARALLEL WHERE FIREFROST WAS CREATED AND , LATER, 
REDISCOVERED IN EGYPT...IN 1975. ..OCTOBRIANA IN THE GREAT PYRAMID OF CHEOPS ... SCENES OF 
ALIEN CREATION AND THE DISRUPTORS’ SHOCK TROOPS ...THEN FUTURE GLIMPSE... THE OBELISK 
ACTING AS A MANDALA IN THE CENTRE OF A THEATRE OF WAR... GRIM PRODUCT OF THE RAGNAROK 
EQUATION ... ROSE, DRESSED AS BRITANNIA , SCREAMS AND FALLS — WASTED BY LASER FIRE... 
NOW 1969 AND A STRANGE FIGURE .. ARKWRIGHT... STAGGERS ALONG A DIFFERENT THAMES 
EMBANKMENT TOWARDS ANOTHER CLEOPATRA'S NEEDLE ...THROUGH COLD DECEMBER MORNING.,. 
REELING FROM COLD TURKEY AND PSYCHIC ATTACK. 


ER 
YOU'VE BEEN STARING AT THAT FOR 
QUARTER OF AN HOUR ! IF YOU'RE 
THROUGH SIGHTSEEING, | SUGGEST 
WE DEPART —LONDONS CRAWLING 


WITH ROUNDHEADS , .. 
2 Yes... YES. 
WE'LL BE HERE AGAIN 
AGH. 


a ERLIN WED 4 OCT 15.24 


= 
/&S PAY ATTENTION You OLD FOOL! 
1 WAS OUTLINING OUR PLAN OF 
ACTION AFTER THE FALL OF THE 
BRITISH FORCES ~PARLIAMENTARIAN 
AND ROYALIST ALIKE. 


A EH? — | THOUGHT THE 
INTENTION WAS To PLACE 
KING CHARLES IN POWER 
—— IT'S IN THE TREATY ! 

— 


STRENGTHEN DEFENCES, Mild 


HAVE YOu BEEN ASLEEP? MY GOD! LISTEN - BRITAIN, 
WILL BE OURS. AND BEFORE MY DEAR BROTHER: IN- 
-LAW THE CZAR REALISES THAT WE'RE NOT GOING 


i} 8-GUT THE TREATY ! THE 
Q To SHARE THE ISLAND WITH HIM, IT WiLL BE TOO LATE. 


KAISER WON'T ALLOW A 
THE PRUSSIAN LUFTWAFFE WILL BOMB HIS PERSANT 
INFANTRY INTO THE GROUND. 


BREACH OF HONOUR 
SUCH AS THIS! 
Le 


eZ 2 AS FOR YOU WITTGENSTEIN -YOU 
“THE KAISER IS IN NO. ARE RELIEVED OF ALL DUTIES AND 
POSITION To OBSECT. CONFINED To YOUR CABIN ON 
HE PRSSED INTO ACOMA E] BOARD THE SIEGFRIED. 

LAST NIGHT... : 


steot pate 2 he 


\ SUGGEST, ARCHDUKE , THAT FIELDMARSHALL : 
WITTGENSTEIN 8E EXECUTED IMMEDIATELY. THE NAVY IS IN READINESS? MISSING THE OCTOBER BIERFEST! 
\ HAVEN'T TRUSTED HIM SINCE THAT THERE MUST BE NO DELAYS. Sy 
AFFAIR WITH KLEIN IN ST PETERSBURG. ) 
HE SCHEDULE Yes. BUT LOOK 
VERY WELL BLIicHER MUST BE STRICTLY RROUND , ARCHDUKE. 
SEETOIT. ADHERED To. THERE'S NOTHING OF 
J GREATER BEAUTY THAN 
BE CALM.PRUSSIA, THE BERLIN WALL HANGING 
1S STRONG. GARDENS IN AUTUMN 
WE MOVE NEXT WEEK... 


TRue 


YOURE LOOKING r 
WORRIED HERR KRUPP! 


PARA 00.64.65 BRUSSELS. STORM OF GIANT 
HAILSTONES. DAMAGE TO PROPERTY AND 
LOSS OF LIFE. 


PARA 02.36.72 MIDDLE EAST. EGYPT INVADES ISRAEL. U.S.A. STEPS IN. 


WE ARE ALREADY ARRESTING 

ROYALIST SYMPATHISERS, AND I'VE RECALLED ALL ARMY 
EXPELLING FORIEGN PRESS, UNITS NOT ENGAGED IN 

SENDING CONVICTED TERRORISTS f DEFENSIVE PRESENCE To THE 

AND SUCH UKE To FACE THE Fi CAPITOL . THATS APPROXIMATELY 

FIRING SQUAD TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND INFANTRY, 
yi FIVE HUNDRED MOTORCYTLE SQUADRONS , 

TWO HUNDRED ARMOURED DIVISIONS , 
FIFTY COMPANIES OF. 


BLACKFRIARS GATE 
7 


cial 
cae 


THIS IS PROBABLY THE BEST TIME -THE SPOTLIGHTS IF DESTINY WILLS IT WE'LL 

ARE UNMANNED FOR APPROXIMATELY FIVE MINUTES. MEET AGAIN BEFORE THE FINAL 

THERE'S USUALLY FOUR GUARDS —TWO EACH CONFLICT. BE SEEING YOU. 
‘SIDE OF THE GATE. 


“ERE LEM! z z E “THERE !? BLIMEY! 
WE GOT 5 “E'S GONE, LEM! 
COMPANY... A aoe 


AN! 'E BETTER ‘AVE 

‘A GOOD REASON FER 
BEIN’ OUT AFTER 
CURFEW! EH? 


PARA 02.85.82 FRANCE: SPECTRAL BATTLE SEEN OVER AGINCOURT FIELD. 
- rm 


LORD PROTECTOR — | HAVE LOCATED WHAT 
SEEMS To BE THE CENTRE OF REVOLUTIONARY 
ACTIVITY IN THE MAZE. MY OBSERVERS, 
MAINTAINING A TWENTY-FOUR HOUR WATCH , 
REPORT ON PREPARATIONS OF SOME SORT 
THAT ARE NOW TAKING PLACE. 


SHALL | ORDER AN IMMEDIATE RAID? 


“NO , PENNINGTON.” 


COMMANDER OF GOVERNMENT 
| STRONGLY ADVISE-PUN ITIVE ACTION, 


re 
i ily 
tg 


PARA 01.71.03 LENINGRAD. S.H.C. OUTBREAK. 630 DEAD. 

PARA 00.73.11 FRANCE. MASS SIGHTING AT LOURDES. 
[B.V.M.—BLESSED VIRGIN MARY]. 

PARA 02.31.94 NEW YORK. “SPEAKING IN TONGUES” OUTBREAK. 


BE PATIENT. 7 
LETS SEE WHAT "KING" CHARLES 
TERRORISTS ARE UP TO... 
PENNINGTON - ORDER HOURLY 
REPORTS . BRING THEM To ME 
PERSONALLY 


GENERAL STANDISH 


STAND READY, 


!LL BUTCHER THE 
VERMIN IN THEIR 


be you 


NO queszions.. 
wake Thi 


AND Here 1 WO$ EXPECTING ANOTHER BORIWG suNDAY IW ze DALE 
Tere a OF phar ee $ ne 


THoush 1 SAY 30 my 


PLASTER, TO GOO 


NNT NOT THE PARAVOID TAPE, SUT Lt 
EXTREMELY FISHY R WAS I'T_BIRDLIiKe ? 


ae 5 
\ ae pee — 
[ SeAh.. 17'S BIRPLIKE OK. 


THINGS WERE GETTING SUST A BIT 


fy, TOO CRAZY... 1'P NEARD OFA LITTLE 
YY GOINGS A Lowe WAS,.EUT THERE WAS 
ANN Cyn No END Zo the FAR REACHING CFrect 
: W\ jh} oF the Tube. 
\ Phy The WORLD WAS CHANGING AROUND MYe;- 
\ WW, ’ sige MSSeLE THAT IT WAS ALL IN MY 
EAD, BUT MY TALONED IMAGINATION 
| BUS TOO HESPLYS INTO M4 SHOULDERS. 
1 WISER VT BIDW'T , AND AS BOON AS 
the thouchs hap Passe® 1 PouND 
MYSELF FALLING..... es 


P| Being tHe AGILE TYPE | LANDED ON 
os Feev. 


OT, THEA 
AUTHORITATIVE DIDN'T LIKE 
LA ATAU beste cs fesstyes eoO 


[1 think, aou'n Beever | 
[some it ase | 


w ee oe a cigs ma heap § 
Py MAD ( IAPS ‘there were 
HF] more Thaw Gwe oreo nae nevis. B 
FH] AS DARKNESS overcame Me, tHe PAINS B 
| AND pressures OF whe DAA Tore 
WITH M4 BRAIN CELLS i 


Wo cLeM), He's 1 STILL, THINK We 
OBVIOUSLA REALLA shoud KILL Kt 
SICK INSIDE ‘THAT SIE 
Yeap oF Kis. 


thes Found him he wsiszS on lap A BROOM) 
IN A BACK ALLEY MOANING ABOUT AND GIN-LID OF 
IN The Cles. some wuBe. ALL THINGS. 


The ALIeNWS HAD Me TRAPPER IN ACELL OF MIST AND LIGNZ, 

1 CAN STILL FINR (0 WAY OUT OF ..1 WeAR VoICes which 

ZeLL Me Ped sre REMAIN HERE FOREVER. IF 1 MUST RIE, IT 
BLE... HERE Comes Gite FLOOD. 


WILL Be IN $' 


MANGLED 
Seo OF ode chaps 
with, THEM. 


IT'LL Be on, AT 
Least A week... 
BEFORE ANAONE 


TIRED 


Escape 
into the 
world of... 


Games 


REALITY? ('¢< 


Role ~Playing 


\ 


\ 


Science Fiction & Fantasy Adventures That Come To Life! 


Role-playing is the new concept in gaming which enables players to re-create the SF/F adventures of 
Asimov, Niven, Tolkien and Vance, or create their own. One player becomes ‘Gamemaster’ for the world 
in which the others will adventure and this unique design formula allows the games much greater scope 
for imagination. Role — playing games differ from traditional games in that there is no board, no winner in 
the normal sense of the word, and players need know nothing about the rules to start playing! 

Role — playing games are suitable for 3 plus players, from age 12 to adults. A variety of games cover 
Science Fiction, Fantasy, Gangster, Three Musketeers and even Watership Down adventures. The three 


DUNGEONS & DRAGORS 


Dungeons & Dragons is the original role — 
playing Fantasy game — the one that started it 
all and is still the most popular. Players 
become Wizards, Heroes, Elves & Dwarves in 
adventures down unknown caverns in search 
of treasures guarded by a wide variety of 
fearsome monsters and magic traps. The 
Basic Set is recommended for those starting 
role — playing games. For more advanced 
players, a variety of supplemental volumes, 
aids and accessories are available. 
Dungeons & Dragons Basic Set 

(Rulebook, Dun 

Dice Set, Boxed 


games below are established best sellers: 


TRAVELLER 


A Science Fiction role — playing game set in 
the far future. In Traveller you are a futuristic 
adventurer. A few simple die rolls generate 
your personal character complete with past 
experience, a few skills, cash balance and 
weapons. Quickly, you and your comrades 
plan out your journey and you are off to the 
stars, winning fame, fortune and honour and 
encountering unknown situations and aliens. 
Supplemental volumes are also available for 
expanding the Traveller universe 

Traveller Set 


(Books 1-3 in box) £5.95 


GAMMA WORLD 


A Science Fantasy role — playing game set in 
post — holocaust America in which players 
become individuals living in the remnants of 
an almost destroyed world. In a quest for 
survival and a search for a better future, the 
players adventure across the land enduring 
hardships and encountering dangerous 
obstacles and mysterious mutants — never 
knowing quite what to expect. The game 
includes all the basics needed to set up the 
‘world’ 

Gamma World 

(Rulebook, Campaign Map and Polyhedral 
Dice Set, Boxed) ..- £7.50 


All the above and more are available from your local hobby and SF shop or our shop at the address below. However, in case of difficulty they 
may be obtained direct from us through our fast and efficient mail order service at an additional charge of 10% to cover postage and handling. 
Orders are dispatched within 14 days of receipt. Please make all cheques/P.O.’s payable to ‘Games Workshop’. 


NEW PLAYERS START HERE 
If you would like to know more about our Science Fiction and Fantasy games, simply send 30p. in stamps together with a large 
stamped (914p) addressed envelope. In return you will be sent: * Our 52— page illustrated games catalogue Current price list 
* Details of White Dwarf Science Fiction & Fantasy gaming magazine _* +Citade/ Miniatures list— metal miniatures which may 
beused ingames * A special 8—page introductory pamphlet on SF/F games 


1 DALLING RD, HAMMERSMITH, 
[Games Workshop 


LONDON W6 Tel: 01-741 3445 


"TALES FROMTHE EDGE' PARTIZ. SCRIPT AND ART @©!947,GRAHAM MANLEY. 


E ABOUT 2KM FROMTHE BIO-GENETIC RESEARCH CENTRE 
AVY, FIND ALOW MIST CLUNG TO THE OCEANLIKE A SHROUD... 


TTS RLUMITED FIELD JAMMER AND IMAGE SCRAMBLER, WE'LL 
LEAVE THIS ONE HERE AND CARRY A CORTRPAK WITH US 10, 
SHOULD GIVE US SUFFICIENT SCREENING F ‘THEIR SENSORS 
TO ENABLE Us TO GET INSIDE —— L HOPE A 


Fes Ue) Ne Poe COBAIN cided on a OUT ogo TeEN anvOMUED NS Canes 
HRO BEEN PERPULATIN OME AND OTHERS LIKE SOME! PuPBCTEER AND TOWHAT EVEN TUALEND 22 


WE KNOW THEIR EXACT, 
~)) MOVEMENTS! 


DON'TKNOW IF. IN KEEP THEM 
eC I aCRN.: ' 


SEL Eg ED ICES RCE fe : (eB 
Wy] Se lo a. 
Yas} a 


oe 
IF OUR INFORMPTT ION 
ICT 


FRIGHT /—-THATS IT, TH 
ALARMS ARE OUT... 


DON'T KNOW WHAT L EXPECTED WHEN Wi 4 .A FROZEN INSTANT OF REALITY 2 FACES TURNED IN SHOCKED 
SURPRISE 2 HANDS POISED A BOVE COMPUTER CONSOLES ? PERHAPS .IT WAGN'T LIKE THAT. THE PLACE WASAS EMPTY AS ABLOWN EGGSHELL 
|, ETHINK WE SHOULD GET coreps SEBASTIAN.— (TS: 

F MERE THIS is NOSRER FOR US THIS WAY| 


GET THE DATA 
WE NEED... 


I BECAME AWARE OF A WEIRD TENSION IN HOROTHAXES MANNER, BUT BEFORE I COULD ATTEMPT TO ITS SOURCE 
SOMETHING SUODENLYIMPINGED ON My CONCIOUSNESS— PUNCTURTING THE UNCANNY SILENCE WITH MONOTONOUS REGULARITY... 


L THOUGHT SO! ITS A FUCKING « THERESNOQUESTION NOW, 
FUSION BOMBIILOCKED INTO |SOMEONES IE OUR WORK 
MAIN COMPUTER, ANOWELL| FOR US. I DON'T KNOW WHO- 

DOWN LOR HOW FIND I DON'T MUCH 


Warr IMSuRE “7 OVER THEE Ee — LOOK! 


ee THE | 
LHEAR SOMETHINGH. Lve Gord HORRIGLE. INTO ITS Fil 
16 I KNOW WHAT CHEN 
THAT THING (Seer 


PRIN, Y PERCEIVED JUMBLE OF GOUNDS. THE ECHOING CLATTER OF RUNNING FEET —— 
SENSELE: CRAMBLED SYNTAX — VEN: 


edt SEE 


Casson ESVERNOR THAT 


Ge WE DO NOT in 


2.2 


"" 


pera EC 


uf 
SoM ESE COMING! J 
t 
r \ eq Ne 


HELLO SEBRSTIANI I'VE COME 
TO GET YOUR FIGS OUTOF 
il ee 


‘COUNTESS: 
DE QUINCEY: 


LIFES FULL OF LITTLE 
SURPRISES 7, 

=——CAN YOU WALKA 
T'LLTRY AND EXPLAIN, 
AS MUCHAS I CAN! 


" HOROTHAXES KNEW THE REAL PURPOSE 
PORONCE HAVING GAINED RECESS VOC, 
WERE EXPENORBLE — 

— STARVENSK HAD HIM CONVINCED 
THAT YOU WERE AC.D.C.. PLANT 
YOUR BRAIN PATTERNS HAD GEEN_ 
ALTERED By COLONEL KANSERS 


© GRAHAM MANLEY 1944, 


CEREBRO-SURGEONS 11 


ru ANO THEN TO ACTIVATE THE MACHINE, 
— USING THE MOLOCHITE , THUS CREATING 
ALNEXUS OF ENERGY THAT WAS TO DRAW 


TO A MAGNET...° 


"THE RAID—ALL ATRAP!— DESIGNED TOSNARE STARVENSK—HAH!THEY DION'T 
KNOW HE COULDN'T COME | HE CANT CHOOSE HIS MATERIALIZATION POINTS, 
THATS WHY HE HAS TO USE OTHERS TO [MPLEMENT H!S SCHEMES. HIS AGENTS ‘ 
WERE FED FALSE INFORMATION LEADING HIM TO ASSUME AL CERTAIN MACHINE 
WAS NEARING COMPLETION HERE H MACHINE HE DESPERATELY Ni 
feo -CHARGE HS RAPIOLY| ATG 

POWERS, HE WOULD NEVER HAVE DARED 
THERRID WITHOUT YOU FOR HE BELIEVES: 
YOUR FATE TO BE INEXTRICABLY LINKED 
TO HIS OWN. 

THAT YOU MAY BECOME 

HIS NEMESIS ¢.' 
BY SHIPS IN ORGIT... 


AVE RR 
COHELE TRANS MAT HELP ME 
SET IT UP AND WELL BE AWAY a 


THE BOMB? P—YOU F 


OF COURSE “WHO ELSE 2 


4 
"ee 


A T.M.UNIT 72 AS FARAS © 
KNEW THEY WERE RESTRICTEO 
TO HIGHER GOVERNMENT USE ww 


IK TOIT LIKE A GRAIN OF (RON 


GOODBYE GOVERNOR IM SORRY I CAN'T 
AY THAT MY VISIT HERE HAS & SEEN A 


THI IRE wires 5 Gur AcTuRL ITS 
A Rear te OME, BoMEWnar 
ACADEMIC vn wfiene com 

THE GUAROSI 


CONTINUED... 


” ISSUE THREE 


plus 15p P&P EACH 


CATCH UP ON ALL THE EARLIER EPISODES OF LUTHER ARKWRIGHT, TALES FROM THE EDGE, GIDEON 
STARGRAVE AND MORE. ALL THREE BACK ISSUES STILL AVAILABLE. 


NEAR MYTHS 

Sissues £2.70 Sa 

6 issues £5.40 4 

6 issues airmail ®@ 

overseas £7.80 < 
'? 


BACK ISSUES OF NEAR MYTHS ONE AND/OR TWO CAN BE INCLUDED AS PART OF SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Cheque etc. payable to GMD, 
40, West Crosscauseway, Edinburgh, Scotland 


h : Gal oR GAS? SS 

RWG E ESM ANE: 
Winter has fallen on Mephistoland, 
running its icy fingers round knees 
and noses and nethers. Snow has 
heaped mounds of itself over Castle 
Mysterious, icicles tinkle in beards 
and moustaches and anyone with 
any sense at all has gone to bed to 
sleep through it all till spring. 


Written by JOHN TAYLOR 
Drawn by CHRIS HADDON 


COWPHAZ 
EG@LIOSTRO 


[ CASTLE MYSTERIOUS REVERBERATES WITH THE SNORES OF SLEEPERS ... 


34 179 Gapyahe HADOON TAYLOR 


IN THE HALLS... 


BUT IN THE ATTICS THERE ARE SOME PECPLE THIS IS USELESS 
z? ae 5. 
WHO HAVE DIFFICULTY DOING ANYTHING A UTTERLY USELESS. WHY 
CANT | HIBERNATE. LIKE! 
EVERYONE ELSE..?? 


r 
THE SON 18 SHINING... | 


HE SNOWDWAR! 
You DINNER... 


TIGHT-LIPPED AND 
_ FANICKING , DOBBINS CASTS 
"| ALL CAUTION To THE WINDS. 


y ep 
A. 


a 


[HORTLING Down SLOPES... ] 


56 


PUT HIT HAWAY FoR BREAKFAST 
KOLA) 
N 


“7 HERE? WHERE 

11 A DOOR To DOOR EVERYONE ? PROBABLY 

MUESLI SALESMAN COME STILL ASLEEP. WAIT TLL 

TO TURN YOU ON TO THE 

TRUE PATH OF 

VEGETARIANISM I! SORT THEM OUT... 

BREAKFAST... HUMPH!! 

WHERE DiD | PuT 


B00-HOO... ALL MY FRIENDS 
IN BLOCKS OF ICE... ME 
IN AMEATSAFE TILL BREAKFAST... | ’ 
NO SIGN FROM MAGOR...1 WISH 
‘ ('D STAYED IN BED. 
- Toe 


GOOD GRIEF! THERE'S ; 
prety Ar : YGGDRASILLIREGUB!! A) YGGDRASILLIREGUB! A, GG DRASILLIREGUB!! 


DDOBBINS SUDDEALY REALIZES THAT HE 1S BEING 
WATCHED BY THE PUTRESCENT EVES OF THE 
VIRULENT COLIPHAZ EGLIOSTRO!! 


WITH THE SPEED OF A HIGHLY TRANED COWARD, DOGBINS AS THE RUNESWORD MAKES CONTACT THERE (S A MKGHTY] 
DODGES THE FIRST WILD SWING WHEN THE RUNESWIORD, Ree 
ALMOST OF ITS }ON), THE CORPOLENT EGU 


'tL HAVE NO TROUBLE GETTING 
[To SLEEP AFTER Alt THAT 
GH’ z EXERCISE .. /A... 
QUITE: FUNNY: WHEN YOU THINK OF = 


SP 


A PeHAZ. 
NN : Foptoo f 
Vis 


~W § F © er Ww FNee WwW Wee 8 fF? W RO 8 8 8 8 &® 


